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Christmas Sidebar 
 

On this Wednesday evening, as I write this sidebar, in the background is a        
television news report about recent political rhetoric about how to deal with   
terrorism at home and abroad.   
 
Jawid is an Afghan national who decided at the age of 10 years to support   
Americans in Afghanistan after he witnessed American military service men and 
women care for Afghan people.  As a child Jawid experienced the Russian inva-
sion and occupation surviving several military assaults on his neighborhood.  He 
experienced the brutal presence of the Taliban.  At eighteen years of age he joined the Afghani-
stan Security forces to become an interpreter for the Americans.  Attached to a Rifle Company of 
the US Army’s 10th Mountain Division, Jawid saved American lives intercepting radio commu-
nications of the Taliban and advising the Company Commander, re-supplying forward positions 
with   ammunition, and returning fire on Taliban insurgents when necessary.  Jawid was 
wounded protecting himself and Americans.  
 
Jawid and his family have received support from members of our church and from our Social 
Action Board.  Several members of Warriors’ Journey Home have given resources to make     
improvements to their home in Cleveland.  One woman from the Warriors’ Journey Home     
Circle in Berea, Ohio is teaching our English language to Jawid’s wife. Jawid and his wife believe 
that God answered their prayers through you.  He believes peace will happen as we learn to    
listen to each other and work together.   
 
I received an article written by my friend, Chris Reynolds, published in Earth Spirituality.  Last 
Christmas Chris travelled to Europe to walk the path of World War I and he wanted to pray at 
the sight of La Treve de Noel – in English it is known as, The Christmas Truce.  101 years ago on 
December 24, 1914 the French, Scottish, and Germans decided to put down their weapons    
during the Christmas cease fire and come out of the trenches.  First they sang songs; the        
Germans began singing Silent Night.  The soldiers met in No Man’s Land and began to share in 
conversations and playing soccer.  When the cease fire was over they refused to shoot at each 
other.  Some were executed for treason; others were moved to other units.   
 
Two-thousand years ago Joseph and Mary travelled to Bethlehem for the census in their     
homeland under the rule of Rome.  Jesus was born and is the fulfillment of the prophecy that 
God will deliver his people from bondage and suffering.  Jesus is the proclaimed Prince of Peace 
and ushered in God’s answer to hate and violence - to practice love towards all people - even  
enemies.   
 
On December 24, 2015 in a troubled and violent world where it seems mistrust, hatred,         
prejudice, and fear prevail and cloud our judgment we will celebrate again the birth of a        
child - Jesus.   
 
Jesus called us to be His presence in the world.  I don’t know how you and your family will      
celebrate Christmas 2015.  I do know that a Muslim family in Cleveland, Ohio is thankful for you 
and for the fact that you are a Jesus presence.  You are living what God gave to the world - Jesus 
- a better way to live.  Perhaps peace will happen when we, like soldiers in WW I, accept it as our 
responsibility.  Merry Christmas. 
 

Love, 
Dr. John
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December 2015 
 
Merry Christmas!   
 
“Merry” means joyous, celebratory, festive rejoicing.  “Christmas” is the     
unexpected surprise!  So, from my family; we hope, pray and wish you and 
yours a joyous, celebratory, festive rejoicing, and surprising Christmas.  
 
I know that Christmas for some is a joyous surprising time; and for others it 
is a reminder of a “not so joyous” time.  Since Christmas arrives late in         
December and the end of the year it is also experienced as the “end.”  Some 
have said, “I can’t wait for this year to be over.”  Meaning that the end of the 
year will somehow allow the opportunity of a new and better experience.  We 
mark time as linear - endings and beginnings.  We seem to do this repetitively 
- as if time is circular.  We celebrate annually - anniversaries, birthdays,    
weddings, holy days; Christmas, Easter.  Yet we move forward toward our 
end of time. 
 
Our church is 206 years old and steeped in tradition.  We honor the past, live 
in the present , and work for a better future.  The United Church of Christ’s 
guiding scripture is “That All May Be One.”  I have felt, experienced and       
believe that The Holy Spirit is guiding, informing, reprimanding, and inspir-
ing us as a congregation.  I believe that our mission is understood and          
unfolding; being realized daily -To make God the foundation of            
everyday  living; being Christ present – relating to others with the words 
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome 
here!  You are family! Christmas is about coming home.  When you are here, 
you are welcomed and you are home! 
 
I believe that is God’s message to the world through us - You are My child 
and you belong to My family. Welcome home, here are your       
sisters and brothers.   I believe that The Holy Spirit has filled us and       
inspires us to be the message of welcome to everyone.  Should First            
Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC cease; God’s message of radical 
welcome and unbridled hospitality would not be spoken or heard.   
 
No matter if 2015 has been difficult or if your year has been easy, you are 
family.  We share your hardships, sorrows; and your celebrations.  We         
celebrate together the birth of Jesus Christ born in Bethlehem where the 
“hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight…” Hopes and fears.  
Tragedy and joy.  Trial and triumph.  Merry Christmas! 
 
Love, 
 
Dr. John 
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Christmas Pageant: December 20 

Chris-myth Buster by Dennis and Nan Allen 

Have you ever wondered why there are 3 wise men in the nativity? Or why is the birth of Jesus celebrated on 
December 25?  Come to the Christmas Pageant and hear us bust some myths. Everyone is invited to come to 
the Christmas Café on December 20 immediately following worship.  We are so excited to break some of the 
myths you might have about Christmas this year;  we have 20 cast members with speaking parts plus the 
choirs. 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Family Worship Service  5:00 p.m. 
The Innkeeper’s Wife’s Story 

Children are invited to dress as angels, shepherds, wise men, or animals to visit the manger during the 
telling of the Christmas story during the worship service.  Simple costumes will be available prior to the 
service in the atrium.  As the Christmas story is told, different groups of visitors will be invited to come  
forward to the manger and take their places in the nativity scene. 

The Family Service will also include carols and the lighting of candles.  All ages are  welcome to this 45 
minute service. 

 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service   10:00 p.m. 
Festival of Lessons and Carols 

This candlelight service features our Chancel Choir and features harp and flute.  This special service is a 
reading of the scriptural lessons enhanced through music and Christmas carols  telling once again, the 
mysterious sacred birth of Jesus,  The Messiah.  Please include this  service of worship as a part of your 
Christmas holy season of  reflection and celebration. 

 

Worship on December 27 

10:00 a.m. Festival of Carols 

Worship on the Sunday after Christmas day will be the annual festival of carols as we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus.  The service will include the singing of carols, the background story behind one special carol,  and a 
meditation given by Rev. Sarah Courtney.  Worship will be held only at 10:00 AM this day.  There will be no 
linger longer on this Sunday. 

 

No Sunday School and Children’s Choir practice  December 27 & January 3 

We have a very dedicated group of teachers for Sunday school and we would like to give them a little break 
during the holidays.  On December 27 and January 3 we will have NO Sunday school classes or children’s 
choir practice, but we will still offer nursery care.  Children’s worship will be offered on January 3.  

Christmas Season office hours: 

The Church Office will be closed on Christmas Day. 

The office will be open December 28-30 from 8 am to 12 Noon.   It will be closed for New Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day.   If  in need of a pastor you may call Rev. Sarah Courtney @860-993-2094 
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Happy New Year Friends! 

It’s 2016 and that means that I have been the Associate pastor of First      

Congregational Church for a little over a year! Wow! Time sure does fly when 
you’re having fun!  For some of us, the Christmas season flies by quickly 

too.  We are so busy decorating, cleaning for guests, hosting, cooking and 
shopping for this ONE DAY and then it is over in a flash. But Christmas is not 
only to be celebrated one day.  In our liturgical calendar, we celebrate a SEASON of 

Christmas which lasts from Christmas Eve to Epiphany (January 6th) called Christmas-
tide.  It is also more commonly referred to as the “Twelve days of Christmas” just like the 

traditional carol of the same name.  

Christmastide ends with Epiphany. Fittingly so, Christmas isn’t complete without a visit 
to the manger and an offering to God upon seeing God in human form.  We celebrate 

Christ and do not stop celebrating His birth until we have found Him in our world and in 
our hearts.  The first Sunday in 2016 is traditionally Epiphany Sunday. It celebrates the 
Wise Men’s journey to and arrival at the manger to see God incarnate.  This desire to find 

God in all places, near and far, familiar and unknown, is a desire we should all have on 

our hearts.  

This month, resolutions are often created, and specific goals are planned.  But as     
Christians, we should be allowing the mystery of God to unfold and guide us on our    
journeys.  This year, I encourage all of us to take on the spirit of the Magi and open    

ourselves up to seeing what God wants us to see. Perhaps it is through a star which we 
should follow, or maybe it is through a yearning in your heart. If we allow ourselves to be 

moved by God this year and follow the Spirit, God will reveal great and wondrous things 

to us.   

It may not be easy or conventional, but the same can be said about the magi’s journey. 

I’m sure colleagues questioned their abrupt departure to follow the star assuming it was a 
sign from God. I’m sure they didn’t have an easy trip. They couldn’t stop at a Holiday Inn 
Express or get drive-thru food along the way. What they could do was allow themselves to 

be led by the Spirit and have a deep trust that God was doing great things in the world, 
allowing them to be part of the greatest story told.  Imagine if we had that faith, trust, and 

total abandonment!   

This year, I know God will work in our lives, in this community, and throughout the 
world. I pray that we will allow ourselves to fully participate in the workings of God. If we 

try to hear what God is speaking to us, who knows what or who we will meet. Perhaps 
Christ himself!  May you see God’s work and blessings throughout this coming year, and 

may you be amazed at what God has in store! 

                                                                          Blessings, 

Pastor Sarah 
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January 10–  (4:00-5:30PM) Hollywood Theme 
If you like movies and celebrities this is the Youth Group night for you! 
(And even if you don’t, we promise that you will still have a blast!) 
 

Friday, January 22 -(meet at church at 6:30PM) Fieldtrip to a Jewish Synagogue   
We will be attending a worship service at Temple Israel in Akron. Please 
let Pastor Sarah know you are coming so we can plan for rides. 

 
January 24- (meet in Fellowship Hall @ 11:30AM) Broomball at Kent State ($20)  
 Bring snacks for before. We will go out for pizza afterwards.  Pizza          

included in the cost. 
 
January 31– (4:30-6:30PM) 2nd Annual Fat (Tues) Ash Wednesday program  

  (MANDATORY FOR CONFIRMATION 2 STUDENTS) 

 We will be celebrating both Fat Tuesday and Ash Wednesday with a   
pancake supper, games, and a short prayer service.  Please let Pastor    
Sarah know if you are coming so that we can have enough pancakes! 

High School Schedule 

Confirmation 1 

January 17– Verse Memorization Due! Be 

sure to come to class to recite 

your Confirmation verse! 

January 22- (Friday) Worship Service at 

Jewish Synagogue. Meet at 

church at 6:30PM. We will be 

back around 9:15PM. 

Confirmation 2 

January 22- (Friday) Worship Service at Jewish 

Synagogue. Meet at church at 6:30PM. 

We will be back around 9:15PM. 

Please let Pastor Sarah know if you are 

planning to attend. 

January 31– Fat (Tues) Ash Wednesday Pro-

gram. (MANDATORY) Meet for a pan-

cake supper, games, and a short pray-

er service. Please let Pastor Sarah 

know if you are coming to make sure 

we make enough pancakes! 
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Fellowship Events 
 

Middle School Fellowship 

We have a funny schedule for the next few months due to fun activities.  It seems that we will be 
meeting every other Thursday.  I will try and remind you on Wednesday evenings about our meet-
ings. 

December 17- January 7   NO FELLOWSHIP 

January 14-  Fellowship 6:00- 7:15 

January 21-  No Fellowship 

January 24- Broom Ball at Kent State after worship* 

January 28-   Fellowship 6:00- 7:15 

February 4- No Fellowship 

February 11- Fellowship 6:00- 7:15 

February 18- No Fellowship 

February 19- Tubing Lock-In* 

Broom Ball* 

On Sunday, January 24, Middle School fellowship and High 
School fellowship will be going to Kent State Ice Arena to play 
some “friendly” (or competitive) games of Broom Ball.  No skating       
abilities needed, you will be in your tennis shoes and we will give 
you the brooms and helmets.  If you have your own helmet, 

please bring it.  We will leave after worship, around 11:45, and head to KSU.  Afterwards, we 
will go have pizza and return around 3:00 p.m.  Friends are welcome and encouraged to come.  
The cost will be $20 for everything.  Please sign up on the bulletin board. 

 

Middle School Tubing Lock-In* 

Our annual Tubing Lock-In is on February 19-20.  We will come to the 
church at 7 PM, play games, eat food, go tubing, and play more games.  To 
make this happen, we need adults to help. I need at least 3 adults to spend 
the night- two of whom need to be male. I also need drivers to the Bran-
dywine tubing.  Reservations are a must since we have to prepay.  
Please sign up on the bulletin board.  The cost is $25 per person. 

3rd, 4th and 5th grade Lock-In 

On January 29, we will be having a Lock-In for children in grades 3-5.  We will come together and enjoy        
fellowship through games, food, more games, movie and a little sleep.  The lock-in will cost $10/ child.  We 
need adults to help with registration, games, evening food, sleeping over and breakfast.  If you are able to 
help during the overnight, please contact Wendy and offer to pitch in.  Please reserve a spot by January 24; 
you can sign up on the youth bulletin board as well as pick up your activity permission form there.  Bring a 
sleeping bag, clothing to sleep in, comfortable shoes to run in, $10/ youth, activity permission form and a   
willingness to have fun! 
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Dear Friends,  

Words cannot express the deep joy that I have in my heart to be able to be your Associate  
Pastor.  Thank you so much for the touching presentation on Pastor Appreciation Sunday.  
Your generous gift and thoughtfulness are deeply appreciated!  I look forward to making many 
more memories with you!  Blessings,  Pastor Sarah 

 

Many thanks to every one who took a name to buy a Christmas gift for a member of our Tallmadge Good  
Neighbor families.  Also, thank you for all your other donations through out the year.  Bless you.  Jo Berry 

Dear Friends at FCC,   
Thank you for your recent $75 donation to Freedom House.  This is the only shelter in Portage County that     
provides emergency shelter and supportive programming to homeless  veterans.  Your support gives veterans 
opportunity to achieve their goal of having a safe place to call home.                                                                                                    
With heartfelt thanks,  Colleen Reaman, Program Manager at Freedom House. 
 
Dear Members of the First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, 
On behalf of the homeless children and their families, the volunteers, the staff and the Board of Family Promise 
of Summit county, I want to thank you for your generous gift of $320 to Family Promise.                                       
Sincerely, Jeffrey E. Wilhite, Executive Director 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
Thank you for your gift  of $183.83 in support of the United Church of Christ’s USA Emergencies.  We are deeply 
grateful for your donation.    
Faithfully,  Mary A. Paxton, Team Leader, Office of Philanthropy and Stewardship 
 
I wish to thank all of those who sent me cards and said a prayer or well wishes following my recent surgery.  I 
feel blessed to belong to such a caring church family.  Donna Marlow 
 
Dear Pastor Schluep and Pastor Courtney, 
I am writing on behalf of the Tallmadge Ministers Association to thank you for your generous contribution to 
Tallmadge Serve Day.  We were able to help two Tallmadge families in need with repairs and improvements to 
the exteriors of their homes.  We had 50 volunteers from churches in Tallmadge (Including FCC!) who came    
together for Tallmadge Serve Day on September 19, 2015.  Without your partnership it would have been near   
impossible to complete these projects.  We pray God’s blessing on your congregation and hope that we can 
partner again in 2016.  Sincerely,  Kurran Bishop  Director of Operations S.P.A.N.  Ministries 

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES A SUCCESS! 

Our College kids felt FCC’s love this Exam Season!  Thanks to you, we were able to  
mail 12 packages to students enrolled in college this semester!  Thanks to all who 
supported this ministry! 

One example of the joy we spread is this picture from Jaqueline Brown who is 

studying at Baldwin Wallace.  Who wrote, “Tell Pastor Sarah and anyone else 

who helped with my package, THANK YOU! It’s literally the highlight of a       

college kid’s day when they get an email saying ‘you have a package waiting for 

you.’  I’m very grateful!” 



 

8 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Faith and Family 

Well, the holidays will be over and we will all have more time right?!  We are going to 
come together on Sunday, January 3 @ 2-4 p.m. and have a game afternoon.  Bring 
your favorite game, snack and drink to share with the group.  It will be a great time to 
just  relax before everyone gets back on a normal schedule.  Please sign up on the  
welcome center or email Wendy.  

 

 Faith and Family Ladies Night Out 

Faith and Family is hosting a Ladies Night out at Painting with a Twist in Hudson.  All 
women are invited to come; there is a maximum of 50 for the party.  The event is on Friday night, 
January 22, from 7-9 and the cost is $35 per person.  You need to go onto the link http://
www.paintingwithatwist.com/events/viewEvent.aspx?eventID=614453 and use the password FUN to 
register.  You are welcome to bring wine, appetizers, desserts and enjoy an evening together.  

 “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.”  John 15:5 

Interested in Joining the Intergenerational  Mission 
Trip to Henderson Settlement in Kentucky? 

Come join us June 12-18, 2016 as we serve God’s people 
through construction projects and love. 

Please see Pastor Sarah and be sure to turn in your first 
payment of $125 to the office by January 17th to reserve 
your spot! 

       First  Congregational Church 

Tailgate Chili and Cornbread Cook-Off 

               JANUARY 17th 

            Following Congregational Meeting 

Sign up to participate on Sunday 12/20 in the Atrium. 

  Prizes awarded for best Chili and best Cornbread. 

Raffle Baskets will be available as well as door prizes! 

Tickets will be available at church on Sunday Jan. 3 and Jan. 10 or at the door.  

                            adults: $5.00                    ages 6 to 11: $3.00        5 & under: FREE 

http://www.paintingwithatwist.com/events/viewEvent.aspx?eventID=614453
http://www.paintingwithatwist.com/events/viewEvent.aspx?eventID=614453
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NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Announcement: Annual Meeting: 
The 2015 Annual Congregational Meeting of The First Congregational Church of Tallmadge will be held      
Sunday, January 17, following the 10:00 a.m. worship service.  The purpose of this meeting is to approve the 
Budget for 2016.  Your attendance is greatly appreciated as a quorum is required.   

Memorial Garden with Columbarium Committee (MGCC)

The 4th & 5th grade Sunday School class is collecting  
for our “Sunday Undies collection” to benefit The Haven of Rest.  Donations of new 
underwear, socks, t-shirts and bras of all sizes will be greatly appreciated and will be 
given by our 4th & 5th graders when they take a field trip to Haven of Rest in January 
or February.   Thank you for your continued  support of our classes’ community out-

reach activities.  There is a box in the Atrium for your donations. 

     Yarning for Peace 
.

The Congregators will meet on Tuesday January 5, 2016  at 12:00 noon at Parasson's Italian 
Restaurant located at 3983 Darrow Rd. in Stow, Ohio. If you are not called or need more                
information, please call Elaine Engle at 330-633-0896.  New members are always welcome.  

 News from Family Promise 

Thanks so much to everyone who donated paper products or anything else to Family Promise.  It is 
so very much appreciated. 

Next hosting with Northwest is the week of January 3, 2016. 

Merry Christmas to everyone and God Bless.             Betty Cottrill 
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Raise the Roof 
As the year 2015 comes to an end, and the new year 2016 is poised 
to begin, let us give thanks for all of the blessings that the Lord has 
bestowed upon us.  The start of the New Year provides us with new 
beginnings and the opportunity to improve in body, mind, and  
spirit.  This is routinely addressed through the process of New 
Year’s Resolutions. 
 
New Year’s Resolutions are our attempts to make ourselves better in some fashion.  
This year as you contemplate your possible resolutions, consider becoming a Raise the 
Roof contributor.  Remember each and every dollar is important and appreciated.  As of 
this writing, we are a little bit short of $55,000., towards our goal of $100,000.  We re-
main steadfast in our belief that the members of our church will come through with the 
necessary funds to make the much needed roof replacement a reality. 
 
We have received many blessings this year as a congregation.  Most recently we heard 
that a balanced budget would be presented at the annual meeting.  Let us continue 
these blessings as we complete our fund raising for the new roof that will ensure the 
building’s integrity now and into the future. 
 
The combined ministry boards of Trustees and Stewardship thank you and wish every-
one a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
Richard Thomason, Chair, Board of Trustees 
Timothy Burns, Chair, Board of Stewardship 
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   BOOKMARKS 

Happy Holidays, 

Wishing everyone a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year that brings you good health, joy, and peace. 

 

I want to highlight a series of three books by Eva Marie Everson.  The first one is “Chasing Sunsets” followed 
by “Waiting for Sunrise” and “Slow Moon Rising.”  A story of a family with many secrets and how, over time, 
they are revealed plus the start of the healing process.  Kimberly Tucker comes to Cedar Key, Florida, after a 
nasty divorce, to the family home hoping to move on with her life.  You soon get to know her family, the 
good, the bad, and the secrets.  When you finish book one, you’ll be anxious to read the next one as the sto-
ries continue and expand on the characters which Ms. Everson bring to life.  These are good books and well 
written. 

 

I am especially happy to tell you that we now have “Killing Reagan” by Bill O’Reilly and Martin Dugard in our 
library.  During our ‘book giveaway’ some of you generously gave some money and with that plus a good 
deal, I was able to purchase this best seller.  To say this book is very interesting is not enough!  It is easy to 
see why it’s on the best seller list.  It begins during Reagan’s ups – downs in Hollywood, his marriage to Nan-
cy, on to Governor and – of course – to President of the U.S.  It includes the shooting, medical issues of him 
and Nancy, and his Alzheimer’s.  The book continues until his death in 2004.  Whether you were a supporter 
of Ronald Regan or not, I feel you will find this book a good read.  Some of the facts/events will shock and 
amaze you. 

 

Happy 2016 to one and all.  Read books and enjoy life. 

Blessings, 

 

Jo Hostutler 

 

God had a divine purpose in placing this land between two great oceans to be found by those who had a 
special love of freedom and courage.  (Ronald Reagan) 
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Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Marian Belisle 
Margaret  Bumpass 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Chris Caldwell (friend of Christie 
Speicher) 
Carol Carter 
Sarah Christman 
Jean  DeWitt 
Esta Eriksen 
Sue Gasaway 
Deanna Getowski 
Sherry Soppi– Gron 
Jack Gron 
Joan Haby 

Joe Kainrad 
Jim Kelly 
Dolores Koneval 
Megan Landers (Noreen Ashley’s 
niece) 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Bobby Manley 
Fred Mong 
David & Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Dee Powell (Sharon Letzler’s Moth-
er) 
Gary Rambler  
Lyn Sax 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 

Ken Speicher 
Charles Stayshich 
Ermon Thrasher 
Betty Vestal 
Don Woerz 
Steve Wood 
Olive Yohey 
Pat & Zim Zimmerman 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-
ment [Ohio Nat’l Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support 
Group 
Prayer chain members & those who 
need our prayers 
 
 

Please Remember in Prayer    

The Prayer Chain Connection.   

There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns and   
celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and placing it 
in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may wish to call   
Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

Condolences:  

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Gary & Carol Myers and Rick & Susan Myers  Kisamore families on the 
loss of Rick’s mother, Donna Kisamore.  Donna passed away on November 17, 2015.  A funeral service was 
held at the Tallmadge Alliance Church on Saturday November 21, 2015 

 

 

Our sincere sympathy to Chris and Robin Marshall and their family on the loss of Robin’s step-mother, Bonnie 
L. Miller.  Bonnie passed away on November 29, 2015.  A funeral service was held December 3rd. 
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GIVING 

This year’s Christmas Eve offerings will go toward a variety of needs.  At Executive 
Council it was decided that half of the offering will go to support our church’s 
budget deficit. The other half will be given to our Mission and Social Action       
Committee for disbursement.   

On this sacred night that recalls the story of a family in a faraway town looking for 
shelter and hospitality, our Committee feels called to help ease the troubles of our modern day refugees 
from Syria and other war-torn countries who are looking for a loving, safe and hospitable place to stay.   
To that end, half of the donations from the social action committee will go to the UCC sponsored,             
International Emergency Relief Fund. The United Church of Christ through UCC/Disciples’ Global  
Ministries is well-placed to be deeply involved in refugee emergency relief -creating durable solutions 
for refugees.  
 

The other half of the donation from Social Action will go to help refugees living locally in Akron,            
specifically in ‘the North Hill’ area.  A charity or program that assists families in finding homes, jobs, and 
a brighter future will be chosen in the coming weeks.   

We feel blessed to be able to help our church’s budget deficit so that our church may continue to be a 
safe sanctuary for those who are in need of healing, companionship, and fellowship as they seek God’s 
presence in their lives.  

May all our gifts provide a welcoming, hospitable, and loving environment for those who feel lost, alone, 
rejected and displaced, near and far. May all who are blessed through our offering know Christ’s love 

through our love. Thank you for your holiday contributions.                                                                                   
Christmas Eve Offering envelopes are in the pew pockets in the sanctuary. 

General Operating Fund Note:  During November, 2015, receipts of $44,509 were $1,404 above the    
monthly budget.  Actual expenses for November were $38,967 leaving a surplus for the month of $5,542 
and a year-to-date deficit of ($24,906).  Operating expense is $11,548 below budget year-to-date, which is 
good news, however, operating revenue is now ($36,500) under budget, primarily due to the level of Faith 
Offerings.  Our cumulative Operating Fund Deficit sits at ($52,668.22).   
Signing up for electronic transfers is an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals and to pre-arrange reg-
ular purchases of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to 
support the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.  
Important Year-End Reminder:  To be included on your 2015 Giving Statement, donations for the 2015 tax 
year must be given to the Church no later than 12/31/2015, or mailed to the Church in an envelope post-
marked no later than 12/31/2015. 

 

 



 

14 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

January 3      Dr. Schluep 

January 10    Dr. Schluep 

January 17    Dr. Schluep 

January 24    Dr. Schluep 

January 31    Rev. Courtney 

January 3   John Phillips, John Huffman 

January 10  Terri Poff, Larry Clarke 

January 17  Marcia Zuravel, Gary & Kim Fulton 

January 24  Chris Bauch, Bonnie Fordham 

January 31  Frank & Rebecca Moore 

     Altar Flowers 

As of January 1, 2016 our altar arrangement s will be        
ordered through Colonial florist.  The new price is $28 per 
arrangement.  Please help the office out by printing your last 
name on the chart in the hallway and in the highlighted area place  the 
number of arrangements you are ordering.  ALSO– please fill out a sheet 
to turn in with your check.  The sheet provides the space to say the rea-
son (memory, celebration, etc.) for the flowers. 
Thank you!  

January 3     Jim & Dee West, Larry Robinson, Chris Bauch 

January 10   Jim & Dee West, Angus McNair, Mark Bowers 

January 17   Jim & Dee West, Sandy Haydu, Bonnie Fordham 

January 24   Terri Poff, Bill & Ann Emmitt, Gary Marlow 

January 31   Youth 

USHERS 

November 22 
8:30 Worship  64 
10:00 Worship  214 
 
November 29 
8:30 Worship  49 
10 Worship    227 

December 6 
8:30 Worship 48 
10 Worship  249 
 
December 13 
8:30 Worship  43 
10 Worship    250 

Remember to     
recycle your old 

cell phones, 
IPODS and PDA’s.  
The box is in the       

Atrium Coatroom. 

Acolytes 

January 3   Alex Peters, Katie Lally 

January 10 Zachary Brown, Alex Peters 

January 17 Riley Williams, Zachary Brown 

January 24  Jessi Kanatzar, Alex Peters 

January 31  Cara Mayfield, Nathan Mullins 
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JANUARY 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

28 

 

7 pm. Heritage 

 

29 
 
 

30 
 
 
 

31 

Church Office 

Closed 

1 

Happy New Year 

Church office 

closed 

2 

 

 4 
 
 
 
 
7 p.m. Heritage 

 

 

  

5 
 7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
 
12:00 Congregators 
2:00 pm Sr. Advis. 
7 pm All God’s     
Children 
 

 

6 

 9am Quilters 
 

6:30  Stephen 

Ministry 

 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 
 
 

7 

6:30 Chancel Choir 
Christmas Party in 
the Atrium 
 
 

8 

 

 

9 

 

 11 

 

 

7 pm Yarning for 

Peace 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

. 

12 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
6:30 Board Meetings 
7:45  Exec. Council 
 
 

13 

  9 am Quilters 

 

 

 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 
 

14 

 

6:00 Middle School 

Fellowship 
 

 

 

 

6:30 Chancel Choir 
 

15 

Herald Deadline 

 

 

16 

 

 18 

2-6 pm Blood 
Drive 

 

7 pm Heritage 

 

19 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

 
 
6:00 pm Card 
Making/Stamping 
 

20 
9am Quilters 

Herald 

6:30  Stephen 

Ministry 

 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 

21 
 
 
6:30 Chancel Choir 

22 

6:30 Sr. Hi’s to 
Jewish Synagogue 

Family Ministry 

Mom’s night out 

23 

 

 25 

7 pm Heritage 

 

26 
 
11 am Alzheimer's 
support 

27 
9 am Quilters 
 
6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 

28 
11 WF Bd Mtg. 
6:00 Middle School 

Fellowship 

 
6:30 Chancel Choir 

29 

Lock in–              

Grades 3-5 

30 

 

27  

10:00 Worship 

One Service       

Lessons and Carols 

 

3 Communion 

8:10 prayer grp. 

8:30 Worship 

No Sunday school 

10:00 Worship 

11:00 Music Com. 

2-4 pm Family  
Ministry  Games! 
 

 

10 

 8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

 

4 pm Sr. High    

Fellowship 

 

 

17  

 8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

Annual Meeting 

Chili Cook off 

 

24 

8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 SPCM 

11:30 youth Broom 

ball 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330-634-0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net  
Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                     330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Coordinator / Secretary                  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Communications Coordinator/ Admin. Asst. bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Family Ministries                    wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: December 16, 2015 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

